The Combat Edge
February 1997


User
Typewritten Text
The Combat Edge February 1997

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text







User
Typewritten Text
Accent on Safety




User
Typewritten Text
The Envelope Please











people in both vans, primarily women and
children, apparently from a church group.
I turned off the engine, but left the lights
and emergency flashers on. Both of us ex-
ited our 95 Chevy Lumina. I verified the
flashers were operational and removed an
Emergency Warning Triangle from the
trunk, left over from a tour in Europe. My
wife ran to the man waving the umbrella
and got him back from
the traffic. T ran up the
emergency lane about
100 yards and set up the
triangle in the center of
the right lane. This was
at least a quarter-mile
from the crest of the hill.
Traffic was light and
moving into the left lane
and decelerating with no
problems. A number of
trucks crested the hill in.
the left lane going slow.
I presumed they were
hearing about the acci-
dent over CB radios.

Running back to the
accident site, I immedi-
ately assisted three other
men who were attempt-
ing to get the wrecked car
out of the right-hand
lane. The engine would
not start and we couldn’t
get the car to move in
neutral. At this point,
only about 3 to 4 minutes
had elapsed. The man
with the umbrella had
moved up the interstate
about 600 feet waving his
umbrella to continue to slow traffic. He was
now in the emergency lane.

Standing behind the car involved in the
accident, and still working with others try-
ing to move it, I looked up to see a
semi-tractor trailer cresting the hill. This
was a nightmare — he was in the right lane
and going very fast. Within 1 or 2 seconds,
it became obvious he was not slowing down
or changing lanes. He was clear to get in
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the left lane, but was not doing so. He con-
tinued to barrel straight ahead in the right
lane with no apparent attempt to slow down
or change lanes despite all the warnings. 1
immediately yelled for everyone to get over
the guard rail. Everyone went over the
guard rail, some diving, some jumping, and
others not stopping there. Some continued
running into the woods. Iturned to see the
vans, still full of people, unaware of the
impending catastrophe.

When the truck hit our warning triangle,
he was still doing 70 to 75 mph. At this
point I knew our car was about to be pul-
verized. Hitting the triangle must have
awakened him as he swerved the tractor
hard left. Between this sudden movement
and braking, the trailer jack-knifed to his
right. Now, all three lanes were full of a
speeding mass of vehicle. On the other side
of the guard rail, we were all looking at a
trailer going sideways and about to flip over
on us! The trailer had gone to about 45
degrees, filling the right lane and emer-
gency lane, when it hit our Lumina.

The impact of the center portion of his
trailer against our car literally exploded the
Lumina and threw the remaining front half
of the car up to the accident scene. This
caused the trailer to ricochet into the left
lane, in-line behind the tractor. The trac-
tor trailer was still moving so fast that all
saw was a Louisiana license plate. Call it
a “sixth sense,” but I felt this trucker was
going to run.

Sure enough, the tractor trailer contin-
ued eastbound despite everything that had
happened. The people in the vans stepped
out unaware of how close they had come to
death. I ran out to the right lane and
flagged down a van that had pulled up to
the site. The man driving said he saw it all
and would go after the tractor trailer. Both
of us could still see the tractor trailer climb-
ing the next hill. In the meantime, one of
the men who had gone over the guard rail
was in contact with 911 on his cellular
phone and told the operator what was evolv-
ing.

The driver of the green van came back
about 40 minutes later with the truck’s li-
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cense number. He had also called it in with a descrip-
tion to the Highway Patrol on his car phone. About
an hour after the accident, a State Trooper escorted
the tractor trailer back to the accident scene. He had
caught the trucker about 20 miles from the accident
headed east at 70 mph. Debris and parts found at
the accident scene were matched to missing parts from
the trailer. Amazingly, the driver still denied any in-
volvement. The Troopers completed the paperwork
and the remains of our car were towed away.

What did we learn from this?

First, if we had to do it all over again, we would.
However, we would park fully in the emergency lane.
We would also put the triangle in the emergency lane.

Second, we would get everyone at the accident site
out of their cars and vans and on the other side of the
guard rail. Atrucker asleep at the wheel doesn’t know
or “care” that he’s about to run over vehicles and
people. With his elevated cab, he should have had an
earlier view of the obstructions ahead compared to
cars that would be at the same point on the hill.

Third, our Lumina would have been destroyed no
matter where it was located between the triangle and
the original vehicle accident scene. Only the warn-
ing triangle being hit and awakening the driver
prevented further disaster. Had there been no tri-
angle, the semi would likely have gone over our
Lumina, through the car in the right lane, and taken
out two vans full of people. Troopers at the scene
painted a very grim scenario had we not stopped to
assist.

Fourth, truckers aren’t all bad. After the accident,
many stopped to offer assistance and put out flares.
By the way, the one that hit us was charged with crimi-
nal Hit and Run, and to make his bad case worse, he
failed to show for his arraignment a month later. A
warrant has been issued for his arrest.

And finally, cars can be replaced, people can’t. Don’t
place yourself or your family in harm’s way. Stop and
assist others as you would hope others would if you
were in an accident. Get everyone as far away as pos-
sible from the interstate or highway.

The trucker’s insurance company accepted liabil-
ity and today we have a new car. Besides our first aid
kit and warning triangle, we now carry flares as an
added safety measure. Losing our car was the last
thing we thought would happen while assisting oth-
ers. I guess there is truth to the phrase “Always
expect the unexpected.” W

Give ‘em space! — Addi-
tional tips for sharing the
roadways with large trucks...

Sharing the road with large trucks is a fact
of life for most drivers. Unfortunately,
motorists often lack an understanding of
trucks’ limitations and how to compensate
for them. The results can be fatal; in col-
lisions between cars and trucks, car
occupants are likely to be the losers.

What should you know about large
trucks to peacefully coexist with them on
the road? Trucks require at least twice
as long a distance to stop as cars. Con-
scientious, professional truck drivers try
to maintain a sate stopping distance be-
tween themselves and the vehicle in front
of them. But, motorists often deprive
truckers of this safety cushion by cutting
in front of them.

When you share the road with trucks,
be aware that your driving must help com-
pensate for the big rigs’ limitations:

- Give trucks their space. Don’t force
them to slow down, stop quickly or ma-
neuver around you.

- Understand truckers’ blind spots. They
can't see objects within 30 feet of the rear
of the trailer or cars near the right front
fender and wheels. Don't tailgate trucks
or drive steadily along side them in their
blind spot.

- Be considerate of a truck driver’s need
for extra turning room. Watch the
trucker’s turn signals, and don't try to
squeeze by on either side of a turning
trucker, The driver cannot see you.
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